NJL Data Sharing
Email from Elaine Williams, 05/06/13
I went along to the Steering Group yesterday to present a couple of items: data archiving and update on the launch.  We had a good discussion under both (Tom Walley and Kay Pattison were at the meeting), and here are the main points to feed back:
Data archiving
· Our position on this has remained unchanged for some time, which is that the researcher contract allows us to request that the project data is made available.  With new repositories becoming available (see attached) and the increased focus on transparency, I flagged that we may be asked our position at the Journals Library launch (and needs including in the Q&A document).  It was agreed that we would start to ask authors to make a statement when submitting their final report about their data archiving position.  This approach has already been adopted by BMJ Open.  Joy – could you dig out what their guidance says and perhaps some examples of the statements submitted.  
· If researchers have deposited their data in a repository (like, for example, CRASH-2) we should insert a link to that on the report page of the Journals Library (I guess under Project Links).
· I think that NIHR will be signing up to the AllTrials campaign in time for the launch.  I should have asked if they wanted to announce this at the launch, but I can find out. (further update: I’ve had further correspondence with Kay and she said that it’s unlikely that they will sign up to AllTrials)

DH contract
11.2  The Contractor shall, at the request of the Authority, deposit both qualitative and
quantitative Data in a relevant data archive.

BMJ Open
Instructions for Authors extract:  “Please provide a data sharing statement such as: "Technical appendix, statistical code, and dataset available from the corresponding author at Dryad repository, who will provide a permanent, citable and open access home for the dataset.”
Resources for data management and sharing 
BMJ Open supports the idea that all appropriate datasets should be placed in open repositories. To assist, we have assembled some useful links and resources that cover best practice for data management plans through to sharing and citing complete datasets. Resources for data management and sharing >>
Example of NJL study depositing data in a data archive/bank:
CRASH2  - appendix 4 to main report – they created their own data bank (funded by HTA)
Why share data?
Data generated through participation of patients and the public should be put to maximum use by the
research community and, whenever possible, translated to deliver patient benefit. Data sharing benefits numerous research-related activities: reproducing analyses; testing secondary hypotheses; developing and evaluating novel statistical methods; teaching; aiding design of future trials; meta-analyses; and hopefully helping to prevent error, fraud and selective reporting.

Data sharing achieves many important goals for the scientific community, such as:
zz reinforcing open scientific inquiry
zz encouraging diversity of analysis and opinion
zz promoting new research, testing of new or alternative hypotheses and methods of analysis
zz supporting studies on data collection methods and measurement
zz facilitating education of new researchers.

Free Bank of Injury and emergency Research Data
At the end of the CRASH-2 trial, additional funding was obtained from the NIHR HTA programme for the purpose of launching a data sharing facility for injury and emergency-related research data.

The Free Bank of Injury and emergency Research Data (freeBIRD) website (http://freebird.Lshtm.ac.uk) allows investigators to upload and share data from such trials. Making clinical trial data sets available to investigators beyond the original research team can improve patient care, advance medical knowledge and provide better value for money from health research.

The freeBIRD website aims to facilitate data sharing in the area of injury and emergency research in a
timely and responsible manner. It has been launched by providing open access to anonymised data on 30,000 injured patients (the CRASH-1 and CRASH-2 trials).

We hope that other trial investigators will also upload their datasets and that freeBIRD becomes a valued resource for all those committed to improving injury and emergency care.

Question for authors – which form/when is most suitable?

If you have deposited data from your study in a data sharing archive, please supply URL to the data archive (to be displayed on the NIHR Journals Library website alongside your published report).

BMJ Open
Please provide a data sharing statement such as: "Technical appendix, statistical code, and dataset available from the corresponding author at Dryad repository, who will provide a permanent, citable and open access home for the dataset.”

Sample statements from BMJ articles
Data sharing: Technical appendix, statistical code, and dataset available from the corresponding author.  Consent from participants for data sharing was not obtained but the presented data are anonymised and risk of identification is low.
Data sharing: No additional data available.
Data sharing statement:  Additional data are published in the full HTA report.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Data sharing statement:  All available data have been included in the manuscript and online supplementary tables. 
HTA advice on data sharing for applicants: at http://www.hta.ac.uk/funding/troubleshooting/index.html#hta88

